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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN_THE UNITED STATES
oF

Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence

1. By memorandum of'?O February to the Pirector of Central
Intelligence (Enclosure "B"), Mr. McCormack suggested that the
Director take under advisement the matter of determining whet
coverage of the Forelgn Language Press in the United States -
is desirable for intelligence purposes, and how the coverage

should be obtained.

2. The Central Intelligence Group should conduct a survey
of the matter and prepare a report, wilth recommendations, for

‘the approval of the National Intelligence Authority.

3. Paragraph 3 of N.I.A. Directive No. 1 provides & pro-
cedure by which the necessary directive can be published and
carried out by unanimous approval of the Director of Centreal
Intelligence and the Intelligence Agdvisory Board, without

action by the National Intelligence Authority.

4. Enclosed is a draft directive (Enclosure "A"), making
necessary provisions for the survey. If all members of the
Advisory Board concur in the draft without substantial change,
o meeting will not be necessary. It 1is recommended that the
directive in Enclosure "A" be approved, and that each member
of the Intelligence Advisory Board arrange for necessary

inpleuentation by his departnent,

RESTRICTED -1 -
CIG &

Approved For Release 2011/09/09 : CIA-RDP10-01569R000100030034-1



7 S
Approved For Release 201 1/09{109 : CIA-RDP10-01569R000100030034-1

RESTRICTED
ENCQQSURE "p"
"DRAFT

c.I.G. Dms;c‘rm NO.

SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
T IN_THE ﬁ'n:;%ﬁ STATES |

Memorandym by the Director of Central Intelligence, w;th the
Unanimous Concurrence of the Igtelligence Advisory Board

1. By memorandum of 20 Februéry 1946, Mr. McCormack
(Special Assistant to the Secretary of State in charge of
Research and Intelligence) suggested that the Director of
Central Intelligence take under advisemeht the matter of
determining what coverage of the Foreign Language Press in
the United States 1is desirab;e for lntelligence purposes and
how the coverage should be obtained. This matter falls
logically under the provisions of Paragraph 4-b, N.I.A,

Directive No, 2. The following paragraphs outline the

provisions vhich will govern this survey.

2. The survey will include an examination of all facili-
tles for covering the‘Foreign Language Press 1n the United
States in order to determine:

&a. The extent of coverage by existing facllities;
b. The adequacy of tne existing coverage;
e. The extent of duplication of effort in the current
coverage;
d. The availability of trained, competent personnel;
. The suitability of the present material produced
by existing facilities; "
' f. The suitability.of present dissemination of material

processed by existing facilities.

, '
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3. The survey will include, finally, an examination of
the question as to whether the desired end will be served
better if the effort be éistributed, or if 1t be centralized;
and if centrélized, what agenqy of the Government should be

charged with 1t.

4. The Central Plsnning Staff, C.I,G., will conduct the
survey. It will be authorized to call for personnel indicated
in paregraph 5, helow, to appear and give such oral or

written reports as may be required for purposes of this survey.

5. Each member of the Ihtelligence Advisory Board will
designate a repfesentative to arrange details with the Infor-
mation Branch, Central Planning Staff, and to furnish the
C.I.G. & 1list of personnel authorized to give information
for purposes of the survey. The designation of appropriate
contact personnel in other Federal agencles will be arranggd

for as necessary.

6. The Central Planning Staff will submit its findings,
conclusions; and recommendations to the Director of Central
Intelligence. He will tﬁen submit appropriate recommendations
to the National Intelligence Authority, after concurrence or

comment by the Intelligence Advisory Board.
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ENCLQSURE "B"

DEPARTHENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 20, 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECT: Intelligence from:Foreign Language Press in the
United States.

1. Therec are more than 1,000 foreign language newspapers and -
magazines in the Unlted States. They serve a large minority of
the population, since according to the 1940 census there were
then 11,500,000 persons of foreign birth and some 23,000,000 of
foreign arentage in this country, and 22,000,000 persons re-
ported some language other than English as thelr mother tongue.

2, Thce foreign language papers in this country are an im-
portant scurce of both foreign and domestic intelligence. They
receive infcrmation from correspondents abroad and by mail from
individuals abroad, and from foreign personalities who come to
this country. They frequently carry information not available
in the English language press. They are particularly a source
of information about personalities and political movements in
foreign countries in advance of the time when such policies and
movements attract enough attention to get into the English
language i rcss or into other usual sources of information.

3. The foreign language papers reflect political attitudes
and controversies in foreign -countries, especially the atti-
tudes of o icsition groups, who sometimes have their principal
base and thcir principal medium of expression in the United
States.

4. Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United States
have to bc taken into account in the conduct of foreign re-
lations, in that powerful minorities in the United States can
influencce ;ublic opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the
governmcnt in dealing with forelgn problems. Forelgn issues
are somctimcs matters of violent agitation in this country, as
witness thc steady stream of pro-Soviet and-anti-Soviet propa-
ganda that is carried on by Polish, Lithuanian, Slovakian,
Rumanian, Hungarian, Croatian and Serb newspapers in this
country.

5. In the conduect of our information program for foreign
countries, it is important to know the issues that are being
debated in the corresponding foreign language press in this
country. ‘

6. Just urior to and during the war various government
agencies concerned themselves with the foreign language press.
The Departmcnt. of Justice had & unit which read the publica-
tions from primarily the security standpolnt. The counter-
intelligencc units of the Armed Forces did something along the
same linc. But the only attempt at comprechensive coverage (not,
however, including Asiatic language papers) was the work of the
Foreign Naticnalities Branch of 08S, which began in 1941, 1In
addition tw reading and reporting upon the European foreign
languagc papers of European and Near East nationality groups
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in this country, it also mbintained contact with foreign indi-
viduals in the United Statks and with the leaders of foreign
nationality groups and movements here. :

7. Thce annual budget oﬂ’the Foreign Nationalities Branch, :
wvhich was lccated in New Ybrk City, ran from $250,000 to $3OO 000,
of which $1,000 per month Wes paid to the Overseas News Aﬁency
for a rcading and translating service. By the fall of 19
when thc Furcign Nationalifies Branch passed into the Interim
Research and Intelligence Bervice in the State Department, most
of the actual reading of tMe foreign language papers was done
by Overscas News Agency, agd the staff of the Branch spent its
time writing reports based upon those readings and keeping in
touch with foreign language personalities, .

8. Shurtly after the In&erim Research and Intelligence Service
was set u.:, the Foreign Nafionalities Branch had to be ligui-
dated for 1ack of funds.

9. A number of people in various Departments of the Govern-
ment, as well as some private individuals, have either written
or comec tu see me, urging that coverage of the foreign language
press be resumed. The Coordinating Committee of the Department
of Statc has been studylng the problem recently, from the angle
of the Olficc of International and Cultural Affairs, which
conducts the short-wave broadcasting to foreign countries. The
Army and Navy have an interest in this matter from the stand-
point of dimcstic intelligence, and they and the State Depart-
ment arc interested in it as a source of foreign intelligence.

10. It is believed that the matter deserves the attention of
the Nationcl Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore sug-
gested that the Director of Central Intelligence take the matter
under adviscment with a view to recommending:

a. What coverage of the forelgn language press in the
United States 1t is desirable to maintain for intelligence
purposcs?

b. By what means can such coverage best be obtained?
and

¢. What agency or agencies can best do the job, and, if
more than cne agency can participate, how should the work be
dividcd between them?

/s/

Alfred McCormack

Speclal Assistant
to the Secretary

cc: General Vundenberg
Admiral Inglis
General McDonald
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